
Suit: 10-Year-Old Boy 
Raped at D.C. Camp 
Serious questions raised about Districfs supervision. 

By TOM ScHoENBERG 

Tcn·yc:u-o ld Daniel Waill"d unril he was at home with his 
lTIolhcr before Id ling her he '.V;lS sexually as~; i.:dl t:d by an older 
boy at ;ul ovemight slimmer camp run by the D.c' £ovemment. 

Daniel e.'plai ocd how. ovor a five-day period, an II -year-old 
naTlled Man molcslcd every boy in his cabin. At fiiSr. Dankl "aid 
he :,u~ccssfuUy fought off an a t1nc~ from M.:ut. But a Hil le bHcr, 
Daniel admirred. uccording 10 his mother, "Mom, he;; 1 me too." 

Alleg:lt;ons of sexual abuse at Camp Riverview in July 2001 
spawn=d two lawsuits against Ibe cit)'. And hun(Ir.::ds of P3£.CS of 
t!ocuments--incJudmg lrJJlscript.'\ of OepQsirions of D,C. offir.:.iai ". 
the camp director. :lnd a camp counselor. as weli as afficbvits and 
$taternents from fWo olher campers- raise s~rious questions 

SEE CAMP, PAGE 10 
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about how D.C. officials investigated the 
maner and whether oLher children may have 
been harmed. 

Peter Grenier. who represents Daniel's 
mothe r and anolher family su ing (he 
Disoicl. says lhe city made no effon to find 
out wbat really bappened. 

"More kids than they're willing to say 
were sexually assaulted ," says Grenier of 
D.C:s Bode & Grenier. 

Douglas Fierberg, Grenier 's co-counsel, 
adds: "D.C. officials knew that sex had been 
going on in that cabin," 

Last week, it appeared D.C. government 
la wyers were c lose to sellling the suit 
brought by Daniel's mother. On Feb. 10. 
Grelli~r says the ciry agreed to pay his client 
5327 ,000 and cover any psycbothera py 
expenses for the next (wo year::;. But two 
days later. Greller says, he received a call 
from Assistant Corporation Counsel Robcn 
DeBe rardinis ir. saying hi:, $uperv isors 
declined to approve the deal. Dt:Bor.ut1inis 
did nct relurn c::!l!s seeking comm-enI. 

Curporntion Counsel Robert Spagnoleni. 
who must approve any s~ltkment of morc 
than $250.000. ,.ferred cails to his spokes­
mono Pe!er Laval lee. 

'''There is no seltleruem in this case," says 
uvallr:!! . adding !.hal he camlO[ comment on 
"lht· ins and ours" of scnlement J]cgotiations 
or the pendicg li tigmion. 

In J N ovember 2002 motion lhat was 
later withdrawn. !.he D.C. government 3sked 
U.S. Di,trict Judrre Richard RObem to di s­
miss the ca.<;e . ari\llng. in part. tnat "the acto;; 
of wexual deviance on ril(! part of ali ] 
\....·ere nO{ foreseeable." {Ow.; [0 sex ual alle­
gations involving minors., U1Ial TImes bas 
used pseudonyms for the alleged victim. his 
family. and the "Ueged assai1ant.) 

Joyce Perrin, lo ngtime director of the 
Camp Riverview prog.ram. referred calls to 
l':eil Stanley, general counsel [or Parks and 
Re:: rea li o n. Stanley did no t re turn calls 
seclang comment. 

'I WASSo SCARED' 

Camp Rivervi ew s its on 21 7 al:res in 
Scotland. Md., at the southern mouth of the 
Potomac River. Since 1970. the D.C. gov­
ernment has owned lhe property ami used it 
to run various summer C~D1P programs. 

Daniel's mother-single, with two chiJ · 
dren--lives in the Disoict' ~ Perwonh nl:igh­
borhood. Sbe says she fint heard about lbe 
camp while ta!king with a friend at a Parent­
Teacher Associatiun meeting. At $65 a child 
for five-days, four nights, the offer seemed 
re1Sonable. 

"Tb e broc bure looked so g rea t and 
described the grcatl:md they bad:' she says. 
'"I thougb t, 'LeI's se e wha t D .C. has to 
offer: " 

1be camp is de.signed for hoys and girl' 
between the ages of eight anJ 13. Some of 
the :1cLivi ties in lude hlkiul.:! , swimmiI l~ , fis.h · 
ing . canocing. c rnb bi ng.~ar.:hery, movIes. 
theme days. rlances , and campfires. Th~ 
c mp, which h;as ~bou l 1.... l:ab ins, ::an 

corrmlodote 120 lads al one time. c:..unpers 
are grouped by gender and age and ' '' pe r­
vised by coun.~lo,," whQ sleep 1Il the c:illins 
v. i th the children, camp rualCials 't3le. 

Danit: l's mother signed up her son aod 
daughter. She <.Iroppcd her kids off at the 
designaU!d s pot in 'onheas( Washington On 

a :Ylondav. and D.C. stnlf bused them to the 
camp, abOut 88 miles [rom the city. 

Upo n Itrri val. Daniel was as.s i('lJed to 
Cabin I t . Seven olher children--most being 
10 years old-were assigned to u'lat cabin, 
Fierberg say~ . 

According to Daniel, there was troub le 
from the beginning. Man., who spent sl!vt:ral 

weeks every summ~r al Cam p Ri w:rview. 
waS assigneJ LOC:lbin it ano almost imme­
diate ly began picking on him and o the r 
campers. Daniel sa.io in ;1 depositioo. 

Daniel reponed thc buUying to one o f his 
counselors. aCl:onling to Perrin 's testimony in 
a deposition taken Oct. 23, 2003 . !Ie also 
tried to cail horne, but did not reach his moth· 
cr, Instcad. Daniel talked to a fri end o f hi' 
mother's and s.1id he wanted to come home. 

When asked in a depos inon last mouth 
about \\lhat he did that first day, Da nie l 
responded: "I was really ~(;ared of [Mat11 so 
I tried to stay <Jway from him:' 

The next morning. D,miel's mother c;il j~d 
Ihe camp. but ke pt gen"iog an answering 
machine. At ("lne point, she Icfl ;) rnessagc: 
saying if , he didn ' t hear back from someone 
soon she \Vas gOtn~!. lO rive to the ca.mp::;lte. 

Perrin called bacJ·. saying she had spoken 
with Daniel and tbat everYIhing was fine. In 
ber October 2003 deoos ition. Perrin said >be 
talked to Daniel before cal ling h.is mOliler 
back that day. At that time, Perrin said she 
learned thot Mutt bad pulled "camp prank:;" 
on Daniel Ihat fim night. The direetor ,aid 
she warned Matt about his behavior and 
asked the c()unseiof$ io look out for D<JIlIel. 
The counselors also made \lfan and anorher 
boy do push-ups as punishment. 

According to Perrin. after 'he spok~ with 
Daniel on TUC5d:JY. theft:: were no more 
"'pons of problems by Mott til'lt week. 

Daniel, however, claims the buUyinS con ~ 
lLoued. The same d'<1Y Perr~ n warned tbe 
eam!",rs, Matt ;llkged1y took a handful o f 
ic~. put it down Daniel's shirt. ~md pur. ched 
him wh<rc ihc ice W:L<. accQrdin~ to Uarue!. 

On Tuesday o:ve ni!1g. while lik· c:unpel'S 
were watching a movle. M:!t1 u.sk~.J to So 
to the bntruoom. which was locat~d in il 

build ing $cpaI"alt: from where the movle 
was oeing shown . aCcor ing to G renie r. 
The cmUlselor aske D:miel 10 acC() mp;lilY 
Matt to lh~ bath roo m ..t\ cco rding. 1O 

Grenier. i'vbn rapett D~tluc! in we. hnthroom 
til"l night. 

Daniel's mothe r ~iiJ ;). m r:r: d picked lip 
ht-r kids ufter they were bu .... e:l bnck :0 the 
city that Friday u.igiit. Dilaie l. she sa)l s., wu.~ 
unus ual ly qui'!l while the friend was still 
around. Once the fri,nd 1 ' .. Daniel 's moil>­
er i y~. D3:uel stUl1ed telling her ahour the 
bull ying. 

At one point. Daniel referred to Man as 

"a dirry rotten molester" who had 
abused every person in his cabin 
while the counselo rs were not 
around. Soon. Daniel ad mitted 
mal he too had been a victim. sbe 
says. 

"I just had a breakdown," 
Daniel's mother says. "This was 
bis first sexual encounter and it 's 
unn:tfUr.lL 

" II ju sl blew me away," she 
adds. 

(Daniel's mother was deposed 
by Corporation Counsel lawyers 
last momb . At Ihal time. they 
asked hcr extensively about her 
background. includi.ng a 1999 
cODviction for unauthorized use 
of a vehicle and a 200 I federal 
conviction for making false stelle­
men ts ro a mortgage company. 
Gre ni e r claims the cri minal 
record should havc no bc::uin2 o n 
his clj..::nt·s case.) ... 

D anie l' s m other say s shl! 
\,,'aited until her son fell asleep 
and tbe o ca ll e d D.C. polic e . 
She says t.he police es..:ortc:d he r 
and her son to Children',. Hos­
pitaL where he was g iven :l rnpe 
exam. (Grenier de clines to re­

lease the results of that exam.) 

'SOMETHING TOOK PlACE' 

Two days later. Daniel's mothe r says she 
called D.C. Mayor Antl,0ny Will iam, office 
and '.vas tran sferred to the Parks '-Ind 
Recreation Department. 

Camp director Perrin was in the Di.strict 
when the sex allegations were made. She 
quickly learned that Matt was sti ll at the 
camp~i i t:, Perrin c?.ll~d one of her associates 
and ask<..'(j lh~m to keep Man a\\,ay from the 
Other campers while they in,:·cstignted. The 
S t. Mary', Counly Sheriif' s Depanment. 
which has j arl sciic lEon ov..;r lh L' campi.ng 
ar..:.a, w liS (ailed. 

P~rrin "aid she b eg an in terviewing 
r.:ampers and coun :-; t.:I ors by pho ne. How­
ever, the counselor 1,I.'ho wa.::. in chargt: of 
C ,bin I I was fired by P",ks and Rec","~on 
Direc tor Ne il Aln t:rt before Perrin had u 
chance to interview him. she said i.n her 
deposition. 

In he r depo~iti on, Perrin said she in itially 
concluded !.hal "some play migbl have taken 
pla~e: ' bUi no sc.\.ual <louse. 

"Wnat 1 mean by play. being :l counse lu r 
mysel.l~ when the kids come back from the 
shoWl'rs, lbey run around the cnbi.n naked. 
p laying . j umping o n ~ hc bed, daucing; ' 
Perrin said in her October 2003 depositiun. 
(!c... mg to a transcnpr. 

Pe rrin said her inves[igation was hJm ~ 
~~d by the f~l!:t tl:wt no one. im:!uilillg ~l ff, 
would open up un til Man was remuved 
from the campsite:. Gn:.nicr :.: !uims !hat staff 
mav have been rel uctJJ1l to talk ix.:.au.sc of 
Mrufs n:IDuonship \Vltb ~ longtime mpluy­
« of the P-Jrk:; ""d Recreabon Depanmcru. 
(Th" <mployec is tho buyfri< .d f :Yt.lt'.' 
':;i:tt1dmolher. who in tum IS Mau 's lega.! 
g uardia n. fn h is depo~i unn . lbt: Park3 
empluy« refers to himself ..... Matt' s men­
taL) StiU. PtrriD said mher de?o:;itic:m tl1'H 
"1 never gor thc f"ding that [the crun 'rsl 
·.'/ore afraid Qf [Mall]." 

P®J1e\,clirually arrivtJ at the. campsile. 
wh~ ~ht! iHk.rvi~d .some of me c:l.Inp'.;rs 
',vho had taYM for <i second week. Penin 
c:tplnins in her deposill on that she inter­
viewed some of these lO-ycar..old boys in 
groups t.tbaut whether they. or anyonte l :-, ~ in 
their cabin. had been ::;:exuJ ily i.l.SSaulted. 

Ont of the boys she l 'lL!.;.ed '0 said !hey 
saw Y1alt and [Wo otht:::r boy~ '·su.::kJng each 

OUler's private part!; and bumping their buns 
and peniscs in the showers:' according to an 
incidenl rcpon prepared by Perrin and cit~d 
by plaintiffs lawyers during her deposition. 
Another said he watched Matt and two buys 
' 'humping each other in lbe bed and nying 10 
stick their private partS in people's IlloUth:i 
while they were asleep." the report slales. A 
third child reponed: "They tried to put tll<" 
private pans in my mouth. bUi I fought them 
off:' <!.ccorciing to the report. None of these 
children are involved in the current sui !.s. 

"I believe $omelhing took p lace. bu[ I 
don't bt.::tieve it was a sexual ;Jssault as il was 
told (0 me;' Perrin said in h~r d.eposition. 

Perrin added: "rn tbe whole cooversa­
lion I'm having wi tb Ihem, they' re laugb­
in g. They're giggling . Thcy're p laying . 
TIley'n; nOI s ~riou s about the situ at ion. 
Tbat's w~y I tuok it as not being a serious 
:; lrtJaUon 

I.JNGERING NIGHTMARES 

In late Ju ly 200 I. one week afo.a- the , e". 

uaJ nssawt aiiegations urfated. a SlID meet· 
in~ was held a.t the = p"t•. Th: Parks an<i 
Recreation Depanme.n\ ' s chief of staff an 
general cou n$~ i ::mended . acco rdi ng to 
PerrilL $... 'eml rules were ch:mg«i. inchJd· 
ing :.1 requirement tluu children were to be 
e$cot!eJ to the bathronms at a ll \unes bv 
counselors • .1ccording 10 PelTU1 's dePfriuvn". 

Perrin eventuall y drruted an "unusu 1 
incident repon" about her .nve'S!igauon. "The­
report includes lhe statements from the \'<If1 ­

au :) campers "he illtt:fvi <: '.ved . O nly I ~NO 
counselors submit d wnlten S.w[ern~nt5-
borh w!!re female coun:iclo;:'5 who bad no 
oversight r>vcr Druuel's cabi!l. Perrin. in her 
deposition. said she submitted lhis repon tr. 
Parks and Recreation Dc::uartJne nt's rhel ;­
general coun.lid . Gn~u PerTy~Gaiter. 

In F ebruary 2001. Sl. M"ry's County 
charged Matt wnh ~econd-degree sexual 
a'lsuwl olDd cOmnU[l!Dg unnalural .wd per· 
vened ~xu: pmctices. ace rding to co!.lf't 
papers fiJ -ea in tht: civil case. The pro~lor 
'\lho bandies juvenile cases for St. Mary's 
County could not he reached for comment. 

In :l Dec. 4 . 200 , deposition. the Parks 
employee who referred (0 himself a,S M n's 
.nemor descnlled picking up Matt from CJJIlP. 

"He bas icall y <ned a lo t "nd j us t . aid 
basically al l of them. was having" 1m of fun. 
you know. messjng with ..!:lch other's peni..:o ­
es and sruff Uke d,.~" lbe man said. "[H]e 
made me real ly believe that it wasn' t any" 
thing tbaI W"8 serious." 

Last \lIe k, Pe-ITy~Gaiter. now geoerul 
counsel of tI ,O D.C. Public Library. declined 
comment, say ing that a il the ma lcria ls 
regmtl.ing the CdlDP Riverview investigation 
were fo r ward ed to the O tt ic e o f D.C. 
Corporation Cuuns::.:i. 

l'nrks and R<:C'f'.:atlon Director A.1bert, '" 0 

No\,. 3. 2003 , deposition, haJ virtually 110 

rt>::Qllection of the incident r whetl::er he per­
",Mil', fired" counselor over il. Albeit ll.sLl 
,aid r;c dido"1 bclic\'c "nj mles or polio,,,,, 
\\'ere t:l:an~ed bec:aus~ of the incicieJl I. 

" \ Vc h3~e no c\'ideoce of [lIl}'lhing going 
wrong , r ;lit: c p In cOOl. llIld ll!.) conc~ :l' 
sions of rhnt.'· .tlJbt:11 sad in his utDUsilion. 

ince October ~OOJ. the D.c'. go·,'<rn­
mont bil, been paying for D'L"'. !" weekly 
visits to a ~y.:-hoioght. Grewer says. 

Dan1el',) mOlher SZ \h her o n, nU\\o I:. 
.1pp-ears to' . dOiOg ~~ l !. Th SC''t'nm gra ­
er ,gets good gr.lde::.. plays socc~r. a:nd is H 

member of the Boy ScoUts. BUl he is an-..id 
Q( , leeping in the dn rk and rcgu1ilf!Y has 
nightnlar.;:;.; . h say.s. 

"j' m ",ally disgus ted witb tI:te D.C. ,;u,­
emlllenL" Danie!', tDOthcr says. 'They said 
that th" kids ond the ,oWlselors would ail be 
togt!ther, and tha.l's not t.ruc:: ' _ 
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