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Parents of Cal Poly student Carson Starkey &, PRINT
sue over death of son in alleged hazing TEXT S1ZE:
incident
National fraternity Sigma Alpha Epsilon and nine local members are
named in alleged hazing

By Nick Wilson | nwilson@thetribunenews.com

The parents of the Cal Poly fraternity pledge who died last year after an alleged hazing
incident have filed a lawsuit against the Sigma Alpha Epsilon fraternity and nine of its
members.

Carson Starkey’s parents, Scott and Julia Starkey of Austin, Texas, filed the lawsuit
Monday in San Luis Obispo Superior Court. It names the lllinois-based fraternity, its Cal
Poly chapter, and Bennett Holden, Haithem Ibrahim, Zacary Ellis, Matt Silva, Russell
Taylor, Ryan Taylor, Jamie Merkler, Christopher Perkins and Adam Marszal.

.
The Starkeys allege four counts of negligence and a violation of Matt's Law, a California Careerbmldermm"
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The lawsuit also claims that fellow
fraternity members failed to provide
medical care for Starkey by neglecting to
take him to the hospital.

Carson Starkey died of alcohol poisoning
Dec. 2, 2008, hours after attending a
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“brown bag” event at 551 Highland Drive

in San Luis Obispo in which pledges were

assigned to drink specific amounts of
alcohol given to them by older fraternity members in a brown bag, the suit alleges.

Fraternity members were chanting “puke and rally” to urge pledges to drink excessively,
the suit claims. Criminal cases against four SAE members — Ibrahim, Ellis, Marszal and
Russell Taylor — allege they committed hazing and furnished alcohol to a minor. They
each have pleaded not guilty.

In the civil case, the Starkey family is being represented by Doug Fierberg of the law firm
Bode & Grenier in Washington, D.C., and Ivo Labar of the firm Kerr & Wagstaffe in San
Francisco.

The firms have a history of filing lawsuits against fraternities for deaths and injuries
caused by hazing and other misconduct, according to a news release.

In the court filing, no lawyers representing the defendants were named.

The lawsuit alleges that the fraternity-related death of Tyler Cross in 2006 at the
University of Texas resulted in a $16.2 million verdict against SAE.

Another death associated with SAE and relating to alcohol poisoning occurred in March at
the University of Kansas, according to the court documents.

The Starkeys claim that the “Big Brother” fraternity ritual, in which older members assign
tasks, including drinking, to younger members, is “particularly deadly because of the
unavoidable association between belonging and finishing what has been provided.”

The Starkeys say they vow to make people nationwide aware of the dangers of fraternity-
related misconduct and hazing.

“We will continue to honor Carson by doing everything we can to end widespread
misconduct by fraternities,” Scott Starkey said in a statement. “By bringing this lawsuit,
we hope to bring attention to the dangers of hazing, cause fundamental changes in
fraternities, and prevent other families from suffering as we have.”
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rhodes wrote on 09/24/2009 01:14:10 PM:

AvilaBeachBum, the way not to blame the upper classmen is for Carson to tell
them "no," he's not going to play. He was under no obligation or responsibility
to act stupidly. It's called the assumption of personal responsibility.

1} Recommend (1) “*:Report abuse

AvilaBeachBum wrote on 09/23/2009 07:58:31 PM:

Let's see we have a newby trying to rush a frat house and they tell him he has

to drink to excess in order to be a member. How do you not blame the upper

classmen who ordered this hazing. Please do not blame his parents, they were

half a country apart trusting the institution in SLO to do the right thing and
give there son a good education and social lessons that would last him a life time. Well |
guess they did...
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http://www.sanluisobispo.com/2009/09/22/859086/parents-of-cal-poly-student-carson.htmI[8/31/2010 10:44:17 AM]


http://www.sanluisobispo.com/personas?plckUserId=9a90ddd52a5f0b462f8ea28da60b66fa-513&insiteUserId=9a90ddd52a5f0b462f8ea28da60b66fa-513
javascript: void(0)
javascript: void(0)
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/personas?plckUserId=9a90ddd52a5f0b462f8ea28da60b66fa-10756&insiteUserId=9a90ddd52a5f0b462f8ea28da60b66fa-10756
javascript: void(0)
javascript: void(0)
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
http://www.pluck.com/
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/static/insite/login.html?goto=http://www.sanluisobispo.com/2009/09/22/859086/parents-of-cal-poly-student-carson.html
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/reg-bin/int.cgi?mode=register&goto=http://www.sanluisobispo.com/2009/09/22/859086/parents-of-cal-poly-student-carson.html
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/reg-bin/int.cgi?mode=register&goto=http://www.sanluisobispo.com/2009/09/22/859086/parents-of-cal-poly-student-carson.html

Parents of Cal Poly student Carson Starkey sue over death of son in alleged hazing incident - Local - SanLuisObispo.com

rhodes wrote on 09/23/2009 06:45:44 PM:

Well, 1 guess we know that The Trib is not going to enforce its policy and is
going to let anarchy prevail. So be it.

H._? Recommend (1) “*:Report abuse

ABC123 wrote on 09/23/2009 04:00:37 PM:

"Everyone, INCLUDING YOUNG CARSON, acted stupidly and | expect his peers
have learned a lesson without lawyers or the law"

| have no doubt any lesson learned will be more vivid if a monetary judgement
is found due to this suit, though I'm rather surprised the 2006 judgement against SAE
didn't give them adequate incentive to better supervise their members.

It's not impossible the real goal is to bankrupt SAE.
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rhodes wrote on 09/23/2009 03:36:06 PM:

Thinker, |1 have clicked on "Report abuse" on your comment. Apparently, you

have not read this site's instructions against personal attacks. | don't respect

the families decision to bring lawyers into this. Everyone, INCLUDING YOUNG

CARSON, acted stupidly and | expect his peers have learned a lesson without
lawyers or the law. Why have you no compassion for his peers who must be freaked out
by the incident?
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o Thinker wrote on 09/23/2009 02:14:26 PM:

Quite the lesson you are handing out there, Rhodes. | feel badly for the family
and respect their decision to hand out a lesson to Carson's peers. If THEY had

08 been raised right, they would take care of a friend in need. Next time YOU need
help, Rhodes, don't count on me you heartless scum.
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Dennis wrote on 09/23/2009 01:34:01 PM:

"The (law)firms have a history of filing lawsuits against fraternities for deaths
and injuries caused by hazing and other misconduct, according to a news
release.”

My guess is that this family was contacted by the law firms.
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rhodes wrote on 09/23/2009 01:07:01 PM:

This family needs to get over this incident and accept responsibility for not

preparing their son for the real world. If he had been raised right, he would
have laughed at peer pressure and not be dead after engaging in "drinking

games."

1} Recommend (4) “*:Report abuse

More comments on this story: 1

Penny Stocks 900% Gain on Mortgage Rates Hit
Trading Communit Penny Stocks 3.25%

Sign up now for 100% Join today to receive If you owe less than
free penny stock our free newsletter, $729k you probably
alerts. Watch your alerts, tips and much qualify for Obamas Refi
profits soar. more. Program
FreePennyAlerts.com PennyStockAlley.com SeeRefinanceRates

Ads by Yahoo!

“\ California
NMewspaper

TAKE SURVEY NOW

- Publishers Your opinions are important to us. Help us make tlhis CLICK HERE
@R‘;‘M‘] Association newspaper website better for you by participating in our survey

SITE MAP EmMY&!

http://www.sanluisobispo.com/2009/09/22/859086/parents-of-cal-poly-student-carson.htmI[8/31/2010 10:44:17 AM]


http://d1.openx.org/ck.php?oaparams=2__bannerid=455726__zoneid=50803__OXLCA=1__cb=770ebf20a9__r_id=2d9b7d423f20d90d617005bf2aad5470__r_ts=l80u8s__oadest=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.surveymonkey.com%2Fs%2FCNPAtemplate
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/personas?plckUserId=9a90ddd52a5f0b462f8ea28da60b66fa-513&insiteUserId=9a90ddd52a5f0b462f8ea28da60b66fa-513
javascript: void(0)
javascript: void(0)
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/personas?plckUserId=9a90ddd52a5f0b462f8ea28da60b66fa-63&insiteUserId=9a90ddd52a5f0b462f8ea28da60b66fa-63
javascript: void(0)
javascript: void(0)
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/personas?plckUserId=9a90ddd52a5f0b462f8ea28da60b66fa-513&insiteUserId=9a90ddd52a5f0b462f8ea28da60b66fa-513
javascript: void(0)
javascript: void(0)
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/personas?plckUserId=9a90ddd52a5f0b462f8ea28da60b66fa-1051&insiteUserId=9a90ddd52a5f0b462f8ea28da60b66fa-1051
javascript: void(0)
javascript: void(0)
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/personas?plckUserId=9a90ddd52a5f0b462f8ea28da60b66fa-3464&insiteUserId=9a90ddd52a5f0b462f8ea28da60b66fa-3464
javascript: void(0)
javascript: void(0)
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/personas?plckUserId=9a90ddd52a5f0b462f8ea28da60b66fa-513&insiteUserId=9a90ddd52a5f0b462f8ea28da60b66fa-513
javascript: void(0)
javascript: void(0)
http://info.yahoo.com/services/us/yahoo/ads/details.html
http://info.yahoo.com/services/us/yahoo/ads/details.html
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/news/feeds/

Parents of Cal Poly student Carson Starkey sue over death of son in alleged hazing incident - Local - SanLuisObispo.com

News Opinion Sports Entertainment Living Classifieds Resources
Obituaries Letters to the Editor Local Ticket Health Jobs Visitor Guide
Breaking News Columns Prep Sports Stats Event Calendar Fitness Cars My SLO County
Local Blogs Outdoors Dining Travel Homes Contact Us
Business Forums College Wine Relationships Place an Ad Subscriber Services
Tech Caption Contest Baseball Celebrities Wedding Local Coupons News in Education
State Football Movies Pets National Coupons RSS Feeds
Nation/World Basketball Music Display Ads E-Newsletters
Politics Hockey TV Yellow Pages Archives
Environment Motorsports Horoscopes Special Sections Photo Reprints
Weird News Golf Comics Yellow Pages
Photos Tennis Sudoku
Video Olympics
Special Projects
Gas Prices
Crime Maps

Traffic Report

Terms of Service

Privacy Policy About our ads

Copyright

http://www.sanluisobispo.com/2009/09/22/859086/parents-of-cal-poly-student-carson.htmI[8/31/2010 10:44:17 AM]


http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/sanluisobispo/
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/news/local/breaking_news/
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/news/local/
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/business/
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/news/technology/
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/state/
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/news/national_and_world/
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/news/politics/
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/environment/
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/news/weird_news/
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/slo_county_photos/
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/multimedia/
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/special_projects/
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/gas/
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/crimemaps/
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/traffic/
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/letters/
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/columns/
http://sloblogs.thetribunenews.com/
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/
http://slonews.thetribunenews.com/contests/captioncontest/
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/sports/
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/sports/prep_sports/
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/sports/outdoors/
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/sports/college_sports/
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/sports/baseball/
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/sports/football/
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/sports/basketball/
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/sports/hockey/
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/sports/motor_racing/
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/sports/golf/
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/sports/tennis/
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/olympics2010/
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/entertainment/
http://events.sanluisobispo.com/
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/entertainment/dining/
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/wine/vintages/
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/entertainment/celebrities/
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/entertainment/movies/
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/350/
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/entertainment/tv/
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/entertainment/horoscopes/
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/entertainment/funny_pages/
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/entertainment/sudoku/
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/living/health/
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/living/fitness/
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/living/travel/
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/living/family_relationships/
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/weddings/
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/living/pets/
http://www.careerbuilder.com/jobseeker/jobs/jobresults.aspx?lr=cbcb_tn&s_pdq=Select+One
http://www.cars.com/go/index.jsp?aff=teletrib
http://sanluisobispo.2.homescape.com/SCS/search_api.jsp?geo_area_text=&geo_area_text_lookup_id=47538&filter_min_price=&filter_max_price=&filter_min_bed=&filter_min_bath=&filter_property_type=&search_by_type=resale_mls%2Cresale_class%2Cresale%2Cnew_const%2Cnew_class%2Cnew_mls%2Cnew_ecom_agent%2Cnew_ecom_broker%2Cnew_ecom_builder%2Cnew_ecom_owner%2Cresale_ecom_agent%2Cresale_ecom_broker%2Cresale_ecom_builder%2Cresale_ecom_owner&reporting_search_name=Channel+Quick+Search
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/placead/
http://newspaperads.sanluisobispo.com/ROP/Subcat.aspx?cat=14549
http://newspaperads.sanluisobispo.com/ROP/Subcat.aspx?cat=14549
http://newspaperads.sanluisobispo.com/ROP/Categories.aspx
http://pd.sanluisobispo.com/sp?aff=118
http://newspaperads.sanluisobispo.com/SS/Tiles.aspx
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/explore_sanluisobispo/
http://www.myslocounty.com/
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/contact_slo/
http://www.slotribune.net/
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/nie/
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/news/feeds/
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/reg-bin/int.cgi?mode=register
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/news/archive/
http://pictopia.com/perl/gal?provider_id=276&process=deliver&page=requests_xsl
http://pd.sanluisobispo.com/sp?aff=118
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/terms-of-service
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/privacy-policy
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/privacy-policy#behavioral_targeting
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/copyright

	sanluisobispo.com
	Parents of Cal Poly student Carson Starkey sue over death of son in alleged hazing incident - Local - SanLuisObispo.com


	x5LXN0dWRlbnQtY2Fyc29uLmh0bWwA: 
	form5: 
	mxjobsrchcriteria_rawwords: 
	mxjobsrchcriteria_city: 
	mxjobsrchcriteria_state: [CA, US]
	MXJOBSRCHCRITERIA_JobTypes: [All]
	input0: 


	x5LXN0dWRlbnQtY2Fyc29uLmh0bWwA: 
	miSearchForm: 
	keywords: 
	submit: 
	aff: 1100


	x5LXN0dWRlbnQtY2Fyc29uLmh0bWwA: 
	form1: 
	textarea0: 
	input0: 


	x5LXN0dWRlbnQtY2Fyc29uLmh0bWwA: 
	select2: [TimeStampDescending]



